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BASILICA OF 
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 

 

526-59TH STREET 
BROOKLYN, N.Y.  11220 

 

PHONE: 718-492-9200 
www.olphbkny.org 

VOL. 130 January - February  2022 NO. 1 

MASSES: 
Saturday – (Lower Church), 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 5:00 p.m., (English) & 
  7:00 p.m. (Spanish) 
Sunday  (Lower Church)  8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.,  & 11:45 a.m. (Chinese) 
 2:00 p.m. (Vietnamese)  
Sunday – (Upper Church - Spanish) 8:00 a.m.10:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m.  
Weekdays – 8:45 a.m., 12:10 P.M., 7:00 p.m. Tues, Wed, Thurs (Spanish) 
Holy Days – (Eve of) 6:15 p.m. (English); 7:30 p.m. (Spanish) 
 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 6:15 p.m., 7:30 p.m. (Spanish) 

 

SACRAMENTS: 
BAPTISMS: 

Baptisms are administered in Spanish on the 3rd Saturday of the month and in 
English on the 4th Saturday of the Month.  To register for the required classes 
and interview, come to the Rectory office. 

 

RECONCILIATION: 
Wednesday – 9:30 a.m., 12:45 P.M. & 6:45 p.m. 
Saturday – 12:45 p.m. & 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

 

MARRIAGES: 
Please make reservations at least 8 MONTHS in advance and before engaging 
your reception hall.  Only parishioners who live within the parish boundaries 
may be married at the Basilica of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: 

In any danger of death or serious illness, please call the rectory promptly.  
Phone 718-492-9200. 

 

DEVOTIONS: 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena: 

Wednesday – after 8:45 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. Masses. 
Spanish Novena & Mass 6:45 p.m. (Lower Church) 

 

First Friday:  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament after 12:10 P.M.  Mass until 7:00 
P.M.  Healing Mass – 7:30 p.m. on First Friday 

 

First Saturday:  The Fatima Rosary is recited 12:45 p.m. 
 

RECTORY HOURS: 
Monday to Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday:   9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
The office will close on Legal Holidays at 2:00 p.m.  Urgent sick calls any hour.   
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BASILICA DE NUESTRA 
SEÑORA PERPETUO SOCORRO 

526-59TH STREET 
BROOKLYN, N.Y.  11220 

CASA PARROQUIAL: 718-492-9200 
www.olphbkny.org 

VOL. 130 Enero - Febrero 2022 NRO. 1 

MISAS: 
Sábado – (Iglesia de Abajo)  8:45 a.m. & 12:10 p.m., 5:00 p.m. (en Ingles), &  
 7:00 p.m. (en Español) 
Domingo – (Iglesia de Abajo) 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 11:45 (Chínese), 
 2:00 p.m. (Vietnamita)  
Domingo – (Iglesia de Arriba en Español) 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.  
Durante la Semana - 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 6:45 p.m. Martes, Miercoles & Jueves 
(en Español) 
Días de Guardar – (Vísperas) 6:15, 7:30 p.m. (en Español) 
Día de La Fiesta – 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 6:15 p.m., 7:30 p.m. (Español) 

 

SACRAMENTOS: 
BAUTISMO: 

Los Bautizos serán en Español el 3er Sábado de cada mes, y en Ingles el 4to 
Sábado de cada mes. 

 Para las clases y entrevista requisitas favor de registrarse en la Oficina 
 de la Rectoría. 
 
RECONCILIACION (CONFESIONES): 

Miércoles – 9:30 a.m., 12:45 & 6:45 p.m. 
Sábado – 12:45 p.m. & 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

 
MATRIMONIO: 

Favor de hacer reservaciones en la Iglesia, por los menos OCHO MESES de 
antemano, antes de alquilar el salón de recepción. 

 
SACRAMENTO DE LOS ENFERMOS:  
   En caso de emergencia, llamen 492-9200 a cualquier hora. 
 
DEVOCIONES: 
Novena a la Virgen del Perpetuo Socorro: 

Miércoles – Después de la misa de las 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m. 
Misa y Devoción en Español a las 6:45 p.m. (Iglesia de Abajo) 

 

Primer Viernes:  Exposición del Santísimo después de la misa de las 12:10 hasta las  
   7:00 p.m. Misa de Curación - 7:30 p.m. (Iglesia de Abajo). 
 

Primer Sábado:  El Rosario en honor a la Virgen de Fátima se reza a las 12:45 p.m. 
 

HORAS DE OFICINA: 
 Lunes a Sabado 9:00 a.m. -  7:00 p.m. 

Domingo:   9:00 a.m. -  1:30 p.m. 
La oficina va a estar cerrada los días feriados a las 2:00 p.m. 
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From the Pastor’s DeskFrom the Pastor’s Desk  

January / February 2022 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of OLPH,  

We are well into the New Year 2022 at the time of this writing. I 
pray that 2022 is bringing you and your family abundant blessings. 
Each family has their joys and hopes, their grief and anguish that 
make up the substance of our daily lives. The joy and hope, grief and 
anguish of each person and each family, as well as of the world 
around us, are the joy and hope, grief and anguish of the church 
community. As Paul writes to the Colossians: “We always give 
thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for 
you, for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love that 
you have for all the holy ones because of the hope reserved for you in 
heaven.” Each Sunday one of the parish Masses is offered “for the 
People of the Parish.”  

Bishop Robert Brennan was installed as the new Bishop of the 
Diocese of Brooklyn on November 30, 2021. OLPH was chosen to 
host his visit to our Deanery, which consists of the 8 parishes in this 
area of Brooklyn, on January 27th. He met with the priests of the 
Deanery and with the lay representatives of each parish who are 
involved in the Synod process that Pope Francis has put in motion 
throughout the whole church. Bishop Brennan will come again to 
OLPH on May 7th to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation.  

The world is reeling from the Russian invasion of Ukraine on 
February 24th. The unimaginable horror of war has come to the world 
in this 21st century, after having lived through the World Wars of the 
1900s, and so many other conflicts. The utter destruction of cities, 
the loss of human lives, the number of wounded soldiers and 
civilians, the trauma of a whole population – from the elderly to the 
youngest children, as well as of the millions of refugees – all this is 
happening right now. Pope Francis has asked us to pray an Our 
Father daily for the end of the war. We can add a Hail Mary to Mary 
under the title of Queen of Peace.  
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The Redemptorists have 8 parish communities in Ukraine and are 
with their parishioners in the midst of the war. If you so desire, you 
can make donations to the Redemptorists in Ukraine in cash or by 
check (made out to OLPH – write “Ukraine” in the memo). Place the 
donation in an envelope labeled “Ukraine” and place it in the 
collection or in the rectory office, or send it by mail to the rectory. 
Thank you. 

May these weeks of Lent be fruitful in your lives as Christians and 
Catholics. The Lenten practices of prayer, fasting and works of 
charity prepare us for the joyful and hope-filled celebrations of the 
Paschal Mystery – the dying and rising of Jesus for each of us and all 
of humanity.  

Your brother in Christ, the Redeemer, 

Fr. James Gilmour, C.Ss.R. 
Pastor 
 
 

 

 

 

Enero y Febrero de 2022 

Apreciados Parroquianos y Amigos de N. S. del Perpetuo Socorro,  

Al escribir esta carta el Nuevo Año 2022 ya está haciendo su historia 
en nuestras vidas, nuestra iglesia y nuestro mundo. Pido a Dios que el 
año 2022 sea fuente de bendiciones abundantes para ustedes y sus 
familiares. Cada familia tiene sus gozos y esperanzas, sus angustias y 
tristezas que vive cada día. “El gozo y la esperanza, la angustia y la 
tristeza” de cada persona y cada familia, como también del mundo 
que nos rodea, son el gozo y la esperanza, la angustia y tristeza de la 
comunidad de la iglesia. Como escribe san Pablo a los Colosenses: 
“Siempre que rezamos por ustedes damos gracias a Dios, el Padre de 
nuestro Señor Jesucristo, porque estamos enterados de su fe en Cristo 
Jesús y del amor que tienen a todos los santos, a causa de la 
esperanza que les está reservada en el Cielo.” Cada domingo, se 
ofrece una Misa “por los Parroquianos de N.S. del Perpetuo Socorro.” 

Desde el Escritorio del PárrocoDesde el Escritorio del Párroco  
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El nuevo Obispo de la Diócesis de Brooklyn, Mons. Roberto 
Brennan, fue instalado como tal en la Co-Catedral de San José el 30 
de noviembre, 2021. Nuestra parroquia fue escogida para recibirlo 
cuando, el 27 de enero, visitó nuestro Decanato, que incluye las 8 
parroquias de esta parte de la diócesis. Se reunió con los sacerdotes 
del Decanato y con los representantes laicos de cada parroquia 
involucrados en el proceso del Sínodo que el Papa Francisco 
inauguró para toda la iglesia. El Obispo Brennan vendrá a N.S.P.S. 
de nuevo el 7 de mayo para celebrar el Sacramento de la 
Confirmación.  

 El mundo entero está en shock por la invasión rusa de Ucrania el 24 
de febrero. El horror inimaginable de guerra se hace realidad en este 
siglo 21, después de haber vivido 2 Guerras Mundiales en el siglo 
pasado, además de tanto otros conflictos. La destrucción total de sus 
ciudades, la perdida de vidas humanas, el número de soldados y 
civiles heridos, el trauma de toda una población – desde los ancianos 
hasta el más jovencito de los niños, como también de los millones de 
refugiados – todo esto acontece en este mismo momento. El Papa 
Francisco nos ha pedido que oremos diariamente un Padre Nuestro 
por la paz en Ucrania. Podemos añadir un Ave María a nuestra 
Madre bajo el título de Reina de la Paz.  

Los redentoristas tienen 8 comunidades parroquiales en Ucrania, y 
permanecen con sus parroquianos en medio de la guerra. Si desean, 
pueden hacer una donación a los Redentoristas de Ucrania en 
efectivo o por cheque (a nombre de OLPH, con “Ucrania” escrito en 
el memo). Pueden poner su donación en un sobre con “Ucrania” 
escrito en la colecta, o en la oficina de la rectoría o por correo. 
Muchas gracias.  

Que estas semanas de la cuaresma produzcan frutos buenos para sus 
vidas como cristianos y católicos. Las prácticas cuaresmales de 
oración, ayuno y obras de caridad nos preparan para las celebraciones 
gozosos y alentadores del Misterio Pascual – la muerte y resurrección 
de Jesús por cada uno de nosotros y por toda la humanidad.  

Su hermano en Cristo el Redentor, 

P. Santiago Gilmour, C.Ss.R. 
Párroco  
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I am big fan of reruns of the 
Seinfeld show. I would have to say 
George Costanza is my favorite 
character. The following is from a 
scene where George is seeking to 
be hired by a man named 
Lippmann to work as book editor: 

Mr. Lippman: Who do you read? 

George: I like Mike Lupica. 

Mr. Lippman: Mike Lupica? 

George: He’s a sports writer for the Daily News. I find him very 
insightful… 

Mr. Lippman: No, no, no. I mean authors. 

George: Lot of good ones…lot of good ones. Uh, I-I don’t even want to 
mention anyone because I’m afraid I’m going to leave somebody out. 

Mr. Lippman: Name a couple. 

George: W-Who do I like? I like, uh…Art…Vandelay. 

Mr. Lippman: Art Vandelay? 

George: He’s an obscure writer. Beatnik, from the village. 

Mr. Lippman: What’s he written? 

George: …Venetian Blinds. 
 

George’s philosophy of life is if you can’t answer a question, make up a 
story. Sometimes, when a political figure is being interviewed, he or she 
will be asked what book they have recently read. I think this is often a 
kind of media gotcha question.  

Right now, I am reading a book entitled Man’s Search for Meaning by 
Victor Frankl. Our spiritual book club is presently reading it. It is a book 
that I have read before, and without sounding like George Costanza, I 
consider it one of the best books I have ever read.  I will get back to this 
book later, but first I want to speak about another powerful book, The 
Book of Job, a book that is found in the Old Testament of the Bible, and 
one that we heard in today’s first reading. It is a very readable and 
captivating story that has been even made into both a Broadway play 
and Neil Simon comedy. Scripture scholars debate whether the story 
actually happened, or if it is a parable with a message. For me, either 
understanding it is the inspired Word of God that gives us a powerful 
message about the meaning of life, suffering, and death; three realities 
that have haunted human beings since the dawn of time. Here is a rather 
modern translation of what Job says: 
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Human life is a struggle, isn’t it? 
It’s a life sentence to hard labor. 

Like field hands longing for quitting time 
and working stiffs with nothing to hope for but payday, 

I’m given a life that meanders and goes nowhere— 
months of aimlessness, nights of misery! 

I go to bed and think, ‘How long till I can get up. God, don’t forget that 
I’m only a puff of air! 

These eyes have had their last look at goodness. 

Wow. Job is one down in the dumps man. Although we know that Job is 
wealthy, has a loving wife and family, he cannot understand why we live for 
a while, struggle, and then die. Hearing the darkness of Job’s vision of life, I 
don’t think any of us would want to share pigs in a blanket with him at our 
Super Bowl party, although a Jets fan might understand his suffering and 
pain. In fairness to Job, I do believe that every adult human being, at various 
moments of his or her life, have asked the same questions that Job does. The 
death of a loved one, an illness, a rejection from another, or a financial crisis 
can easily bring forth such melancholic thinking. Occasionally, even in the 
happiest and most joyful moments of life, that fleeting thought will come 
that this too will someday end.  

Now, I hope you have not forgotten about Victor Frankl and his book Man’s 
Search for Meaning. Frankl, a Jewish psychiatrist, suffered in the Nazi 
concentration camp of Auschwitz for several years. His vivid descriptions of 
what he experienced are harrowing. Gratefully, he survives the Holocaust 
and develops a psychology he calls Logotherapy. I would define this 
therapy as being quite spiritual. From his observations and personal 
experience of the concentration camp, he begins to see that some prisoners, 
as horrible as it was, had an inner strength that helped them survive, while 
others just moved into despair, apathy and a deadness of life before they 
were physically dead. He believes that people who lost meaning in life, who 
have nothing to live for, lost their wills to stay alive in the camp and gave up 
and died. Certainly, in many cases, inmates were randomly killed without 
any choice; however, those who wanted to stay alive for the sake of being 
reunited with family, to tell the story of the evil they experienced, to do 
good after the war, or because of their faith in God, find a strength to 
survive. Here is quote from his book that captures part of Logotherapy:  

I would say that our patients never really despair because of any 
suffering in itself! Instead, their despair stems in each instance from a 

doubt as to whether suffering is meaningful. Man is ready and willing to 
shoulder any suffering as soon and as long as he can see a meaning in 
it. Life is never made unbearable by circumstances, but only by lack of 

meaning and purpose. 

http://www.azquotes.com/quote/827142
http://www.azquotes.com/quote/827142
http://www.azquotes.com/quote/827142
http://www.azquotes.com/quote/827142
http://www.azquotes.com/quote/827142
http://www.azquotes.com/quote/360682
http://www.azquotes.com/quote/360682
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Now back to Job: he will eventually find meaning in his life in his 
relationship with God. We find our meaning in many good and wonderful 
things: loving our spouse, our children, our families, our friends. Many 
find it in their work. Some in the arts and in their talents. Some, even in 
their sports teams. But I am convinced the only meaning that lasts, that 
sustains, that delivers us through the journey of life, is following the Lord 
Jesus. It is often said at a time of tragedy: where would we be without our 
faith. Today, in the Gospel, Jesus says to his followers: Let us go on to the 
nearby villages that I may preach there also. For this purpose, have I 
come.  I have come to give you abundant life.  We find our ultimate 
meaning to all the questions of life in Jesus Christ.  

Father Pat Woods, C.Ss.R. 

Lord, You who live outside of time, 
 and reside in the imperishable 

moment, 
 we ask Your Blessing this New 

Year’s day (eve) 
 upon Your Gift to us of Time. 
 

Bless our clocks and watches, 
 you who kindly direct us 
 to observe the passing of minutes 

and hours. 
May they make us aware of the miracle 
 of each second of life we experience. 
May these our ticking servants 
 help us not to miss that which is 

important, 
 while You keep us from machine-like 

routine. 
May we ever be free from being clock 

watchers 
 and instead become time lovers. 
Bless our calendars, 
 these ordered lists of days, weeks 

and months, 
 of holidays, holydays, fasts and feasts –  
 all our special days of remembering. 
May these servants, our calendars, 
 once reserved for the royal few, 
 for magi and pyramid priests, 
 now grace our homes and our lives. 
May they remind us of birthdays and other 

gift-days, 
 as they teach us the secret 
 that all life 
 is meant for celebration 
 and contemplation. 
 

Bless, Lord, this New Year, 
 each of its 365 (366) days and 

nights. 
Bless us with full moons and new moons. 
Bless us with happy seasons and a long life. 
Grant to us, Lord, 
 The New Year’s gift 
 Of a year of love. 
   Amen. 

New Year’s Blessing Prayer 
 for Clocks and Calendars 
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St. John Neumann (1811-1860) 
Feast Day January 5th  

 

The Bishop of Philadelphia lay crumpled in 
the snow a few blocks from his new cathedral 
on Logan Square.  By the time a priest 
reached him with the holy oils, Bishop 
Neumann was dead.  That was January 5, 

1860.  At his own request Bishop Neumann was buried in a basement crypt 
in Saint Peter's Church where he would be with his Redemptorist confreres.  
 

Almost immediately devout souls were drawn to his grave.  They came from far 
and near.  More than a few were claiming extraordinary miracles of grace.  It 
was as though John Neumann, now dead, continued his works of mercy among 
his people.  For decades this unsolicited devotion continued.  Finally after many 
years and many incontrovertible miracles worked through the intercession of 
this holy man, his Cause was introduced in Rome.  In 1921 Pope Benedict XV 
saw fit to have John Neumann declared "Venerable".  The procession of the 
faithful continued and in 1963 Pope Paul VI declared him "Blessed" John 
Neumann.  The crowds of pilgrims prompted the building of the lower church.  
His remains, remarkably well preserved after a century of interment, were 
exhumed and placed in a glass encasement beneath the altar in the lower 
church.  Bus loads of pilgrims came from different parishes throughout the year 
to pray to Saint John.  Finally the long expected happened in Rome in 1977.  
Pope Paul VI declared John Neumann a Saint in heaven.  
 

Now pilgrims came from all over the world.  From his native Bohemia, 
from Germany and Holland they came to claim allegiance to one of their 
own.  Pope John  Paul II made it a point to visit the Shrine when he came to 
Philadelphia to attend the Eucharistic Congress.  Yes, the City of Brotherly 
Love was bursting with joy.  The diocesan seminarians from St. Charles, 
Overbrook, have made annual pilgrimages to his tomb.  The various Irish 
Societies of Philadelphia have made formal pilgrimages to the tomb of this 
humble man of God who, as bishop, did so much for their immigrant 
forebears in the 1850's -- this "foreigner" who went to the trouble of 
studying enough Irish to be able to hear the confessions of those who "had 
no English," up in the coal regions of nineteenth century Pennsylvania.  
 

Those of Italian extraction remember Bishop Neumann as the founder of 
the first national parish for Italians in the United States.  At a time when 
there was no priest to speak their language, no one to care for them, Bishop 
Neumann, who had studied Italian as a seminarian in Bohemia, gathered 
them together in his private chapel and preached to them in their mother 
tongue.  In 1855 he Purchased a Methodist Church in South Philadelphia, 
dedicated it to St. Mary Magdalene de Pazzi, and gave them one of his 
seminary professors, Father John Tornatore, C.M., to be their pastor.  
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Before joining the Redemptorists, John N. Neumann labored as a diocesan 
priest in Western New York.  He was ordained in June of 1836 by Bishop 
John Dubois at old St. Patrick's Cathedral on Mott Street, New York City.  
The following week he was pastor of the whole Niagara Frontier, some 
hundred square miles of swampy primeval forest.  Many German 
immigrants had settled this sector of the diocese and were in danger of 
losing the Faith.  It was for this reason that Father Neumann was sent there.  
He built churches, raised log schools where possible and even taught the 
three R's himself to the German and Irish children.  
 

"Among the shepherds of the flock in Philadelphia," wrote the late Pope 
Pius XII, on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the founding of the 
diocese, "the figure of Venerable John Neumann is pre-eminent.  It was 
mainly through his prodigious efforts that a Catholic school system came 
into being and that parochial schools began to rise across the land.  His holy 
life, his childlike gentleness, his hard labor and his tremendous foresight is 
still fresh and green among you.  The tree planted and watered by Bishop 
Neumann now gives you its fruit."    James J. Galvin C.Ss.R.  
 

Bishop Neumann, as a young priest, was the first to make his religious 
profession as a Redemptorist in the New World.  This he did in 1842 in the 
Church of St. James in Baltimore.  Before his elevation to the See of 
Philadelphia at the age of 41, he had served as rector of St. Philomena's, 
Pittsburgh, and St. Alphonsus, Baltimore, as well as vice-provincial of his 
missionary order in America.  
 

Recent research in the files of the State Department show that Bishop 
Neumann became a naturalized citizen of the United States at Baltimore     
on February 10, 1848, renouncing allegiance to the Emperor of Austria in 
whose realm he was born on March 28, 1811.  On his 41st birthday, he     
was consecrated bishop of Philadelphia by Archbishop Francis Kenrick at        
St. Alphonsus Church in Baltimore, in 1852.  
 

PRAYER FOR HIS INTERCESSION  

O Saint John Neumann, your ardent desire of bringing all souls to 
Christ impelled you to leave home and country; teach us to live 
worthily in the spirit of our Baptism which makes us all children of the 
one Heavenly Father and brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ, the first-
born of the family of God.  

Obtain for us that complete dedication in the service of the needy, the 
weak, the afflicted and the abandoned which so characterized your life.  
Help us to walk perseveringly in the difficult and, at times, painful 
paths of duty, strengthened by the Body and Blood of our Redeemer 
and under the watchful protection of Mary our Mother.  

May death still find us on the sure road to our Father's House with the 
light of living Faith in our hearts.  Amen.  
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The Epiphany Proclamation 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters:  the glory of the Lord has shone 
upon us and shall manifest itself among us until the day of 
His return.  Through the rhythms and changes of time, let 
us call to mind and live the mysteries of salvation. 
 
The center of the whole liturgical year is the PASCHAL 
TRIDUUM OF THE LORD, crucified, buried and risen, 
which will culminate in the solemn vigil of Easter, during 
the holy night that will end with the dawn of the 17th of 
April.  Every SUNDAY, as in a weekly Easter, holy Church 
makes present that great and saving deed by which Christ 
has forever conquered death and sin. 
 
From Easter there comes forth and are reckoned all the 
days we keep holy:  ASH WEDNESDAY, the beginning of 
the Lenten spring, the 2nd of March, the ASCENSION OF 
THE LORD, the 26th of May; and PENTECOST, the 5th  of 
June; the FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, the 27th of 
November. 
 
Likewise in all the feasts of the Holy Mother of God, of the 
Apostles and saints, and in the commemoration of the 
Faithful departed, the pilgrim Church on earth proclaims 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  To Christ, who 
was, who is, and who is to come, the Lord of time and 
history, be endless praise for ever and ever. 
 
    AMEN! 
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St. Valentine’s Day 
February 14th 

 

It is a day, specifically on a particular date that we are 
all encouraged to tell those dearest to us of our love 
for them.  How did it come about?  There are many 
variations of the story that have mainly come down to 
us from the Middle Ages and may have their origin in 
England.  Who was Valentine?  Was he a Saint? 
 
The most popular version of this Saint’s life goes to 
say that he was a Roman Priest, who, during the 
reign of Claudius II, was martyred for refusing to 

give up his Christian faith.  One story says that Claudius began a 
friendship with St. Valentine while he was imprisoned for marrying 
Christian couples and aiding Christians who were being persecuted.  
While in prison, St. Valentine made the deadly mistake of trying to 
convert Claudius to Christianity.  On February 14, 269, he was beaten and 
beheaded for this attempted conversion and was buried on the Flaminian 
Way, an ancient Roman road connecting Rome and Cisalpine Gaul. 
 
While St. Valentine gave his heart to the Lord by refusing to renounce 
his faith, the popular associations of love and happy marriages with his 
name does not link directly to his actions.  The associations with 
February 14 and love originated in the middle ages, when mid-February 
marked the mating season of birds.  Others say when he was in prison, 
he wrote to his people signing the letters “from your Valentine” and thus 
the custom of sending Valentine cards.   
 
Archaeologists have unearthed a catacomb and an ancient church 
dedicated to St. Valentine.  Today, he is remembered as the Patron Saint 
of couples, love, and the young.   
 
While confusion over the origin of St. Valentine led the Church to drop 
the Saint’s feast day from the liturgical calendar in 1969, the holiday in 
his name still holds Catholic roots.   
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The Feast of the                             
Chair of St. Peter 

 

Each year of the Church Calendar 
on February 22, the Church 
celebrates the feast of the Chair of 
St. Peter.  Why celebrate a feast day 
for a chair which does exist to the 
present time in St. Peter’s Basilica 
in Rome? The answer is that this 
particular chair represents to the 
entire Catholic Church the primacy 
of St. Peter among the Apostles 
which has been handed down 
through every Pontiff to our present 

Holy Father, Pope Francis. It seems to have existed even before the 
4th century when the Emperor Constantine allowed the Church to 
come out of the catacombs and freely preach the Christian faith and 
talk of the history of the Church from the time of Jesus and His 
mandate to St. Peter.  “You are Peter and upon this rock I will build 
my church!” This gave Peter as head of the church the task to build 
up and govern it then and for all time.  This privilege continues to be 
given to his successors.   
 

The chair is a symbol of this authority. It is an ancient chair 
constructed of oak wood with four legs connected by crossbars; 
missing pieces cut from it evidently for relics in its earlier period.  It 
is similar to an arm chair with four strong iron rings, intended for 
carrying poles, which are set into the four legs.  In Roman times 
sedan chairs were similarly equipped to carry people from place to 
place.  It may have been used to carry early Popes so their people 
could see them.  There is no way of knowing this but the rings seem 
to suggest it. 
 

During the Middle Ages it was customary to exhibit the chair yearly 
to the faithful who came to Rome and at the election of a new Pope, 
he was solemnly enthroned on this ancient chair. 
 

It may have been housed in the previous Basilicas of St. Peter.  
However, when the present Basilica was built, starting with the 
work of Michelangelo and Bernini in the 17th century, Pope 
Alexander VII desired to preserve the posterity of this priceless 



15 

relic.  He had Bernini, responsible for the magnificent columns 
surrounding the main altar and the colonnade of St. Peter’s Square, to 
enclose “the Cathedra Petri” (the chair of St. Peter) above the altar 
located in the apse of the rear of the Basilica behind the altar known 
as the Altar of the Chair.  It is in the back of the Chamber on the far 
back wall, below the well-known stained glass image depicting the 
Holy Spirit as a dove. 
 

The Chair is enclosed in a gigantic casing of a bronze throne 
supported by the statues of four of the early Doctors of the Church, 
two from the West, St. Augustine and St. Ambrose, and two from the 
East, St. John Chrysostom and St. Athanasius. 
 

The Chair of St Peter, represented in the apse of the Vatican Basilica 
is a monumental sculpture by Bernini. It is a symbol of the special 
mission of Peter and his Successors to tend Christ’s flock, keeping it 
united in faith and in charity. 
 

"Cathedra" literally means the established seat of the Bishop, placed 
in the mother church of a diocese which for this reason is known as a 
"cathedral"; it is the symbol of the Bishop's authority and in 
particular, of his "magisterium", that is, the evangelical teaching 
which, as a successor of the Apostles, he is called to safeguard and to 
transmit to the Christian Community. . .  
 

Does the pope have to sit in the physical Chair of Peter to be infallible?  
No. Although the pope's infallible pronouncements are called ex 
cathedra (Latin, "from the chair") statements, he does not have to be 
sitting in the physical chair (which is rather high off the ground in any 
case). In fact, he doesn't have to be seated at all. He simply has to use 
the fullness of his authority as the successor of Peter in definitively 
teaching a particular matter pertaining to faith or morals. 
 

This use of the full extent of his teaching authority is referred to 
figuratively, as him speaking "from the chair" of St. Peter. It's a 
figurative expression, not a reference to the physical object. 
 

“Celebrating the "Chair" of Peter, therefore, as we are doing today, 
means attributing a strong spiritual significance to it and recognizing 
it as a privileged sign of the love of God, the eternal Good Shepherd, 
who wanted to gather his whole Church and lead her on the path of 
salvation.”  Pope Benedict XVI General Audience February 22, 2006 
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ST. BLAISE,  
Bishop and Martyr 

February 3 – Patron of Throat 
Diseases 

 
The blessing of throats, invoking the 
intercession of St. Blaise, has become a 
very popular devotion.  St. Blaise, 
Bishop and Martyr, devoted the early 
years of his life to the study of 
philosophy and afterward became a 
physician.  He was ordained to the 
priesthood and made Bishop of Sebaste 
in Armenia, where he was seized and 
carried off to prison by Agricolous, the 
Governor.  On his way to prison a 
distracted mother whose child was 
suffering from a disease of the throat 
implored his aid.  At his intercession the 
child was cured, and since that time his 

aid has often been solicited in cases of a similar disease.  After cruel 
tortures the saint was beheaded in the year 316.  Through his 
intercession many have been cured of throat diseases or protected 
from them. 
 
The priest in giving the blessing of St. Blaise holds two candles in 
the form of a cross touching the throat, and prays that through the 
merits and intercession of St. Blaise the person blessed may be 
delivered from throat diseases and from every other evil.  The priest 
says: “Through the merits and intercession of St. Blaise, Bishop and 
Martyr, may God deliver you from all diseases of the throat, and 
from every other evil.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy  Spirit. Amen.” 
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St. Marie Bernadette Soubirous  
February 18 

 

St. Marie Bernadette Soubirous was born at 
Lourdes in 1844.  At fourteen years of age she 
witnessed eighteen apparitions of Our Blessed 
Lady at Lourdes, instructing her to make 
known the miraculous healing powers which 
the Blessed Virgin, by her presence, would 
give to the waters at Lourdes.  The apparition 
had several messages for Bernadette, one of 
the most striking being: I cannot promise you 
happiness in this life, only in the next.  The 
most famous message came when Bernadette 

asked the lady's name; she replied, I am the Immaculate Conception.  
This gave believers all the evidence needed to confirm belief, for the 
term had recently been incorporated into Catholic dogma in 1854.  
Bernadette herself had never heard the term; when she reported it to the 
priest she pronounced it incorrectly and asked, What does it mean? 

 

The 9th apparition occurred on February 25th.  It was on this day, a 
Thursday, that Our Lady instructed Bernadette to search near the 
Grotto, where Our Lady was standing, for water which at first was hard 
to locate, forcing Bernadette to dig with her hands at a spot that 
appeared moist.  After much effort, water came forth and at first was 
muddy but then cleared.  Bernadette drank of the water as the Lady 
instructed even though at first Bernadette’s face had mud on it.  She did 
as the lady requested in a spirit of penance and obedience.  As a result 
to this day, clear water flows from a spot where no one previously knew 
water existed.  One of the highlights of a visit to Lourdes for the pilgrim 
is to be immersed in the waters at Lourdes by attendants at the stations 
set up for the purpose.  There are always long lines of patiently waiting 
men, women and children who sit and move from bench to bench 
awaiting their turn.  The sick are brought in stretchers and wheelchairs 
to designated places for them.  However, miracles of healing occur 
during the procession of the Blessed Sacrament in the afternoon when 
the priest carrying the Monstrance with the Blessed Sacrament pauses 
in front of each section of people and solemnly blesses them.  It is then 
in the instances where miracles have occurred you hear the cry of the 
people “a miracle.”  These miracles, however, have to be substantiated 
through a thorough medical investigation by an independent panel of 
doctors who sit on the Lourdes medical board (this panel frequently 
includes non-Catholics and non-Christians).  One example would be the 
case where a woman with a withered optic nerve began to see clearly, 
even though the nerve remained withered: there is no scientific 
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explanation for why she could now see. (The nerve did in fact heal some 
time later.) Currently more than 70 healings are recognized by the Church 
as miraculous; it is reported that a great many more than that occur but 
are never reported.  Every year for example there is an accumulation of 
crutches at the grotto that are reportedly left by the healed.   
 

Bernadette loathed the attention the apparitions gave her and spent most 
of the rest of her life trying to hide from people who sought her out.  In 
1866 Bernadette, at age 22, joined the Sisters of Charity at Nevers, taking 
the name Sister Marie Bernard.  She made her perpetual vows in 1878.  
She died at the age of 35 in 1879, after a long battle with asthma, causing 
her ill health throughout most of her life in addition to a bone malady 
which eventually caused her death.  She was beatified by His Holiness 
Pope Pius XI in 1925, and canonized in 1933.   
 

People who interviewed her found her to be very simple and very humble, 
as well as very sincere and obsessed with truth. She told a very consistent 
story about the apparitions and she was never found to have told an 
untruth about the events.   
 

When she entered heaven the last words on her lips were prayers to Jesus 
and to the saints.  Her body never decayed and remains in a glass case at 
her convent in Nevers, France. 
 

Prayer of St. Bernadette 
 

O My God, I beg You, by Your 
loneliness, not that You may 
spare me affliction, but that 

You may not abandon me in it. 
 

When I encounter affliction,  
teach me to see You in it 

as my sole comforter. 
 

Let affliction strengthen  
my faith, fortify my hope, 

and purify my love. 
 

Grant me the grace to see  
Your hand in my affliction,  

and to desire no other  
comforter but you. 

 

Amen 
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December  •  Respect 

Pre-K 3 & 4 Xandrew Eugene 

Kindergarten Vicky Gao 

1st Grade Renee Jiang 

2nd Grade Francisco Aguilar 

3rd Grade Abbie Gao 

4th Grade Lillian Jiang 

5th Grade Sophia Jiang 

6th Grade Golden Lee 

7th Grade  Justin Sosa 

8th Grade Lizmaire Mendoza  

January  •  Fairness 

Pre-K 3 & 4 Jasmin Guillen 

Kindergarten Aryana Wang 

1st Grade Dylan Astor 

2nd Grade Francisco Aguilar 

3rd Grade Emiliano Alvardo 

4th Grade Jocelyn Chen 

5th Grade Brandon Munguia 

6th Grade Liam Daly 

7th Grade  Sofia McFarland 

8th Grade Simon Liu 
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January 7 
Margarito Flores-Rios & Celia Ramirez-Aguilar 

 
January 29 

Bernardo Vaquero & Minerva Eliza Calixto-Bravo 
 

February 25 
Nicholas C. Rivera & Samantha Marinello 

Ramonita Vega January 3 

Hector Martinez January 13 

Maire Gallagher January 18 

Madeline Valentine January 21 

Mary Haran January 22 

Agnes Regan January 22 

Hoa Hong Thi Pham January 27 

Felipe Grullon January 27 

Geraldine Collins January 31 

Viola Corpus February 2 

Feliperta Hidalgo February 3 

Israel Garcia February 4 

David Arriaga February 12 

Lucila Garcia February 15 

Dolores MulhollandFebruary 22 

William James HinesFebruary 24 
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January 22 
Dayleen Marie Cepeda-Nova, Lia Herrera-Martinez,  

Alan Moyses Ortiz-Gomez, Mateo Tlecuitl 
 

February 19 
Gael Armando Morales-Torres, Alan Rangel,  

Aylin Yareli Rojas-Baten 
 

February 26 
Aaliyah Rose Class, Xaniyah Reign Williams,  

Galvin Vince Luna-Amigon 



Saturday, January 1 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society  

12:10  +For the Special Intentions of 

Irma L. Amador 

  5:00  +Noreen Purcell 

  7:00 (SP) +A las almas benditas del 

purgatorio 

 En accion de gracias al Nino 

Jesus 

 Por los difuntos de la familia 

Loreña 

 Por la conversion de Clever 

Flores 

 +Noah Toledo, Federico 

Medrano, +Angel Bonilla 

Diaz, +Alegria Landing, 

+Ursula Rosario y +Ramon 

Antonio Almanzar 
 

Sunday, January 2 

  8:00  +Gloria Butler 

 For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las almas benditas del 

 Purgatorio  

10:00  Santo Niño Group 

10:00 (SP) En acción de gracia al 

Divino Nino Jesús 

 +Dora Esperanza Merchán 

 +Mauricio Tepízala Santos 

 +Socorro Soriano 

 Maryann Guzmán y familia 

12:30 (SP) +Jorge Amores (birthday) 

+Carmen Bayona-Amores 

  2:00 (V)  

Monday, January 3 

  8:45   +For the health of Eufemia 

 Morales 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 Thank God for health & work 

 Magalie Yacinthe 
 

Tuesday, January 4 

  8:45  +John & Bridget Mulkern 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Dorothy Morosi & family 

  7:00 (SP) +Dora Esperanza 

Merchan 

 

Wednesday, January 5 

  8:45  +Gloria Butler 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Thomas, +Julia, +AnnMarie, 

+Kevin Costello & +Rev. 

John Costello, CSsR 

  7:00 (SP) +Candido Meza-Diyarza 
 

Thursday, January 6 

  8:45  Frank Galtieri 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  Thanksgiving to the Lord  

  7:00 (SP)  
 

Friday, January 7 

  8:45 Deacon Jesus Soto birthday 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 Special Intentions of Luca & 

Isabella Zocche 
 

ANNOUNCED MASSES 
January & February 2022 

PLEASE NOTE:  
The English Masses can be viewed on Facebook “OLPH Brooklyn”  

Sundays at 10 AM, and daily at 8:45 AM. 
The Spanish Masses on Facebook “Charles McDonald” are:  

Sundays at 8 AM, and Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 7 PM.. 
THESE MASSES CAN ALSO BE VIEWED ON OUR WEBSITE: 

www.OLPHBKNY.ORG 
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Saturday, January 8 

  8:45   Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +John & +Bridget Brody 

  5:00  +William McLaughlin 

  7:00 (SP) En acción de gracias por 

la salud Victoriana Ordonez 

Cua, +Noah Toledo, +Irene 

Porfede +Victor Cunalata, 

+Mariana Cunalata, +Victor 

Hugo Cunalata, +Juan 

Sanchez, +Miguel Luna 

Romero, +Maria Genao, 

+Edgar Guzman Corro 
 

Sunday, January 9 

  8:00 For the People of the Parish 

 8:00 (SP) Por las almas benditas del 

 Purgatorio  

10:00  +Michael O’Connell 

10:00 (SP) Special Intention of 

Familia Liberio Bruno 

 Por todos los consagrados y 

consagradas 

 San Miguel Arcángel y la 

Virgen de Guadalupe 

 Por la salud de María Núñez 

 +Marciana Alarcou Zaida 

Pedraza, +Clemente Alvares, 

+Padre Ángelo Pinto, +Brian 

White Linzam, +Rubén 

Ramírez, +Rubén Morales 

López 

12:30 (SP) +Jose Barreto 

  2:00 (V) +Gerald N. Schiraldi 

 
Monday, January 10 

  8:45  +Juan Adriano Núñez 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10  Special Intention of Mary Ann 

  Guzman and family 

 
 

Tuesday, January 11 

  8:45 +Antoinette Calio 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  For the health of Feliciano 

  DeJes Lapimpia 

  7:00 (SP) Por los difuntos de la 

  Familia Rocano-Tigre 
 

Wednesday, January 12 

  8:45  +Rosa Feliciano Valentin 
 1st year anniversary 
Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Patrick Tuohy 

  7:00 (SP) +Normando Valerio 
 

Thursday, January 13 

  8:45  Harry R. Skyes III 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Veronica Sheehan 

  7:00 (SP) +Arcellie Muschamp 
 

Friday, January 14 

  8:45  +Kevin Lamont White 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10   
 

Saturday, January 15 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society  

12:10   

  5:00  Living & deceased members 

of Sweeney, Burke, Watters & 

Moakler Familes 

  7:00 (SP) En Acción de gracias por 

la salud de Gil Meza Conde 

 +Fernando y Angelito Trejo 

+Nestor Meza 

  +Juan Santana Lara 

  +Antoine Workman 
 

Sunday, January 16 

  8:00  +Celina Rosa Bocaranda 

 For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las almas benditas del 

Purgatorio  
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10:00  +Mark Nevilles 

10:00 (SP) +Milady Gutiérrez 

 +Patrick Di Páscuale, +Robert 

Fernández 

 Paulina y Barbara Costañera 

12:30 (SP) +Julio Garcia & +Julio 

Crespo 

  2:00 (V)  
  

Monday, January 17 

  8:45   +Theresa Greaney & the  

   Greaney Family 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Thomas Dunn 
 

Tuesday, January 18 

  8:45  +John Georgia 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Denis & Della Sweeney 

  7:00 (SP) Pro-Vida 
 

Wednesday, January 19 

  8:45   +Barbara Sampayo 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Patrick Tuohy (anniversary) 

  7:00 (SP) Acción de gracias al 

Divino Niño por Agustina 

Cruz 
 

Thursday, January 20 

  8:45   Purgatorian Society 

12:10 Special Intention of Mary Ann 

Guzman and family 

  7:00 (SP) +Hector Veliz Merino 
 

Friday, January 21 

  8:45   Purgatorian Society 

12:10  Benjamin Brosnan (birthday) 
 

Saturday, January 22 

  8:45  +Victor Daverese 

 Purgatorian Society  

12:10  +Joseph Schick 

  5:00  +John & +Bridget Brody 

  7:00 (SP) +Agustina Coria 

Sunday, January 23 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) +Jose Candido Abraham 

 MendezFlores 

 Por las almas benditas del 

  Purgatorio  

10:00  +Norberto Martinez, Jr. 

10:00 (SP) +Rosa Nilda Rivas 

 Fiesta de la Virgen de la 
  Altagracia 

 Esmeralda Torres y Santiago 
  Rivera 
 +Marici Caona Taveras 
 Por la salud Madeline 

 Altagracia Rodriguez 
12:30 (SP) +Alicia Hernandez 

Galicia 
  2:00 (V)  
 

Monday, January 24 

  8:45   Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Marie Frank Henry & 

+Dalmissa Francisque 
 

Tuesday, January 25 

  8:45   Purgatorian Society 

12:10   

  7:00 (SP) +Ana Fermine Perez 

(anniversary) 

 

Wednesday, January 26 

  8:45  +Barbara Sampayo 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Elvira Nuñez 

  7:00 (SP)  

 
Thursday, January 27 

  8:45  +Najah Elias Farah 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  Thanksgiving to OLPH 

  7:00 (SP) +Refugio Reinoso 
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Friday, January 28 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Joseph DePinto (1st 

 anniversary) 
 

Saturday, January 29 

  8:45   Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Sra. Jesus Aragon Gonzalez 

  5:00  +Alejo Soto (anniversary) 

  7:00 (SP) En Accion de gracias a la 

Divina Misericordia 

 +Angelito y Fernando Trejo 

 +Maria de la Paz Romero 

 +Maribel de Jesus Romero 

 

Sunday, January 30 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las Almas Benditas 

 del Purgatorio 

10:00  +Joseph Schick (anniversary) 

10:00 (SP)  

12:30 (SP) +Florencio Ciriaco-Ateno 

  2:00 (V)  
  

Monday, January 31 

  8:45  +Marguerite Morris birthday 

Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Matthew J. Muscat 
 

Tuesday, February 1 

  8:45   Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Victor Tulko 

  7:00 (SP) +Brandon Zempoaltecath 

  +Blanca Leonar Mendez 
 

Wednesday, February 2 

  8:45  +Mary Sammon 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Thomas, Julia, AnnMarie, 

Kevin Costello & Rev. John 

Costello, C.Ss.R. 

  7:00 (SP) Candido Meza-Diyarza 
 

Thursday, February 3 

  8:45  +Dorothy Morosi 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Antoinette Calio 

  7:00 (SP) +Altagracia Baez 
 

Friday, February 4 

  8:45 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Frere Valentin 

 

Saturday, February 5 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society  

12:10  Thanksgiving to the Lord 

  5:00  +Raymond McLaughlin 

  7:00 (SP) +Jose Leal Salas 
 

Sunday, February 6 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las almas benditas del 

 Purgatorio  

10:00  Santo Nino Group 

10:00 (SP) +Angel Sky Alarcon 

12:30 (SP) +Mariano Dutan-Lema 

  2:00 (V)  
 

Monday, February 7 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Jean Howe Stockhausen 
 

Tuesday, February 8 

  8:45  +Kathleen Balldachino 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Barbara Ingram 

  7:00 (SP) +Vicente Fernandez el 

Cantante 
 

Wednesday, .February 9 

  8:45  +John Moran 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  

 7:00 (SP) +Elba Santos 
 

Thursday, February 10 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 
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12:10   

  7:00 (SP) +Jose Alarcon Galindo 
 

Friday, February 11 

  8:45  Special Intention of Luca & 

 Isabella Zocche 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  
 

Saturday, February 12 

  8:45   +Maive Gallagher 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10   

  5:00  +Ward & Crennan Families 

  7:00 (SP) +Normando Valerio 

 +Nestor Meza 
 

Sunday, February 13 

  8:00 +John Kate Brody  

 For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) +Annable Rodriguez 

 Por las almas benditas del 

Purgatorio  

10:00  +Walter Witek 

10:00 (SP)  

12:30 (SP) +Milton Exon Balbira 

  2:00 (V)  

 

Monday, February 14 

  8:45  +Mary Sammon 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Geraldine Collins 
 

Tuesday, February 15 

  8:45 +Angel Sky Alarcon  
 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Theresa Maddalena 
   (birthday) 
  7:00 (SP) Pro-Vida 
 

Wednesday, February 16 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 
12:10  _Keisy Sosa Cortes 

  7:00 (SP) +Juaquina Brovotapez 

Thursday, February 17 

  8:45  +Brian Skelly 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +George Nemeth 

  7:00 (SP) +Por la salud Angelina 

Llanos 
 

Friday, February 18 

  8:45  +Fransesca Seminario 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Bridie Arkley 
 

Saturday, February 19 

  8:45  +Sister Geraldine Woods, CSJ 

 Purgatorian Society  

12:10  +Geraldine Collins 

  5:00  +Helen Finnen 

  7:00 (SP) +Agustina Coria 

 +1er Aniversario de 

Washington Arturo Mera 
 

Sunday, February 20 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las almas benditas del 

 Purgatorio  

10:00  +Elaine Stumpp 

10:00 (SP) +Milady Gutierrez 
 +Sebastian y Juan Gonzalez 
 +Tiolinda Rodriguez  

 +Evaristo Torrez 
12:30 (SP) Por el special intention 

  Familia Meza 
  2:00 (V)  
  

Monday, February 21 

  8:45   +Geraldine Collins 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Nyari and Rosenfeld family 

   (living and deceased) 
 

Tuesday, February 22 

  8:45  +Dawn Fuentes 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Graine Fitzsimons 

  7:00 (SP) +Danilo’s Luca’s birthday 
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Wednesday, February 23 

  8:45   Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Eva Baumgartner, +Erika 

 Nyati 

  7:00 (SP) +Milton Exon Balbuca 
 

Thursday, February 24 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Mary Feeley 

  7:00 (SP) Por la salud de Angel 

Meza Melendez 
 

Friday, February 25 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Margaret McGrinder 
 

Saturday, February 26 

  8:45   +Irene Dunn 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Geraldine Collins 

  5:00  +Teresa Egan 

  7:00 (SP)  

Sunday, February 27 

  8:00 For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las almas benditas del 

Purgatorio  

10:00  +Ann Carboy 

10:00 (SP) +Rosa Nilda Rivas 

 En Acción de Gracias al 

Divino Niño Jesús 

12:30 (SP) +Dario Antonio Diaz 

  2:00 (V)  
  

Monday, February 28 

  8:45  +Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Michael Feeley 
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Redemptorist Community 
Rev. Karl Esker, C.Ss.R., Rector 
Rev. James Gilmour, C.Ss.R., Pastor 
Rev. Norman Bennett, C.Ss.R.  
Rev. James Cascione, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. Michael Cunningham, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. Clement Krug, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. Joseph Lu  
Rev. Ruskin Piedra, C.Ss.R.  
Rev. Francis Skelly, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. Song You, C.Ss.R. 
 
Chinese Apostolate 
Rev. Norman Bennett 
Rev. Joseph Lu 
Rev. Song You  
 
Vietnamese Apostolate 
Rev. Joseph Hung Duc Tran, C.Ss.R. 
 
Parish Deacons 
Deacon Jesús Soto 
Deacon Hector Blanco 
Deacon Danny Rodríguez  
 
Faith Formation of Children-
Adolescents 
Mrs. Maritza Mejía - Director 
Ms. Ana Ruth León - Assistant 
 
Parish Music Director 
 
 
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Fr. J. Gilmour 
Fr. Karl Esker 
Fr. Joseph Tran 
Fr. Joseph Lu  
Fr. Clement Krug 
Fr. Francis Skelly 
Fr. James Cascione 
Sr. Lucille Aliperti 
Maritza Mejía  
Deacon Danny Rodriguez 
Tony Coppola 
Irma Soto 
Julia Fernández 
Luis Arias 
Fidel Hernández 
Alice Butler 
Fabian Otavalo, 
Priscila Moronta 
Dorothy Ward 
John Trandinh 
 
Parish Finance Council 
Mary Fuentes 
Mary Lawson 
Deacon Danny Rodríguez 
 
Parish Trustees 
Stephen Ross 
Irma Soto 
 
 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Staff and Personnel 
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish  
Parish Organizations 

EDUCATIONAL: 
 
R.C.I.A. – R.I.C.A. 
Rectory Office 
526 59th Street – 718-492-9200 
 
Office of Religious Education 
5901 6th Avenue – 718-439-1281 
 
LITURGICAL: 
 
Music Ministry 
Julia Fernandez – 917-202-0366 
Marcos Marte – 347-749-3556 
 
Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 
– English  
Dorothy Ward 
 
Eucharistic Ministers – Hispanic 
Luis Arias – 718-439-4594 
 
Lectors – Hispanic 
Fidel Hernández – 646-596-0784 
 
Ushers – Hospitality Ministry 
Jorge Barraza – Hispanic  
718-419-9041 
Louis Nevilles – English  
718-439-6003 
 
Altar Servers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PASTORAL: 
 
St. Vincent de Paul 
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, CSJ 
 

Juan Neumann Center 
Redemptorist Immigration 
Services 
545 60th Street – 718-439-8160 
Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.-12 p.m.,1-3 p.m. 
Wed. 9 a.m.-12 p.m., 1-3 p.m.,          
6-8 p.m. 
Sat. 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
 

Advocate for the Disabled 
Rev. Norman Bennett, C.Ss.R. 
 

Legion of Mary / Legión de María 
Curia – St. Alphonus Hall – 3rd 
Sunday, 2:30-4:00 p.m. 
Praesidium N.S. del Perpetuo Socorro – 
Rectory – Saturday, 4:00 p.m.  
 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Catholic Academy of Brooklyn 
5902 6th Avenue – 718-439-8067 
Principal: Margaret Tyndall 
 

Hijas de María 
First Sunday, Mass and Meeting: 
10:00 a.m. 
Ana Concepción and Ana León 
 

Santo Nombre 
2nd Sunday, Mass and Meeting: 
10:00 a.m. 
Rev. James Cascione, C.Ss.R. 
 

Cofradía del Sagrado Corazón de 
Jesús 
3rd Sunday, Mass & Meeting: 10:15 a.m. 
Ana Concepción 
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Cursillistas 
Every Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. Upper 
Chapel 
Bibiana Gallardo 
 
Prayer Group – Hispanic 
St. Gerard Hall, Fridays, 7:30 p.m. 
Zoila Naranjo 
 
Jornada – Youth 
Sundays, 1-3 p.m., St. Alphonsus 
Hall 
Stephanie Rivera 
David Jaramillo 
 
Cub Scouts of America 
Andrés Reinoso 
347-760-5613 
 
Circle of Friends 
552 59th Street – Notre Dame Hall 
Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, CSJ 
 
Knights of Columbus 
Brooklyn Council #60 
5901 6th Avenue, Room 4 
2nd & 4th Mondays, 7:30 pm. 
Ben LaSpina – 347-782-8036 
 
Ladies Auxiliary of the Basilica 
Eileen McConeghy  
 
 
 

 
Catholic War Veterans 
 
Pro-Life Committee 
 
Al-Anon 
Tuesdays, 1:00 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
Sundays, 7:00 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
 
AA 
Fridays 6 PM & 8 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
Saturdays 12:30 - 2:30 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
Tuesdays 6 PM (Ladies only) 
5901 6th Avenue 
 
 
SPORTS: 
 
O.L.P.H. Soccer League 
Kevin Henneman – 718-614-4460 
Martin Brennan – 718-836-4178 
 
Swimming Teams – Boys & Girls 
CYO 
OLPH / St. Andrew 
Girls: Charles Boulbol – 917-331-
5600 
Boys: Ray Wendt – 718-833- 8047 
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